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Overview and Rationale
Journalism students need to get facts accurate. This lesson gives students information on reporting and writing “Real news” not factious or embellishing the truth.
Goals for Understanding
· Essential Questions 

· Why is accuracy important to the reader? What is the difference in the truth and gossip and fabrication?

· His writing was considered the best in his field, so why was his stories considered a sandal in the journalism arena.

· What is ethical, rumor, facts and what is your responsibility as a reporter? Is it your responsibility?

· Know your sources, research comes before interviewing. Interview several people who can back up your sources.

· Ask for details, be descriptive... (colors, hear, smells, etc) i.e. The banquet room with walls decorated in bright red velvet and tables covered in white linens.

· How to write: 1. Idea 2. Research 3. Check spelling of names 4. Gaither information 5. Organize 6. Good ending quote 7. Compose, type, 8. Revise

· Critical Engagement

· What are typical mistakes in a story that undermine credibility? Students will keep a pen and notebook with them at all times for gathering information. Correct spellings of name, several quotes.

· What steps can scholastic journalists take to avoid these mistakes? (Carry Notebook)
Overviews and Timeline

Overviews and Timeline

Activity 1  (One 90-minute class)
· Students will watch the movie “Shattered Glass.” This movie is a true story of  Stephen Glass a journalist for the New Republic Magazine in Washington DC. The movie demonstrates the importance of keeping good records. Glass had 41 published stories with 27 being partially or completely fabricated. FYI, this movie also gives the students a clear-cut demonstration of the timeline needed to write, edit and produce a newspaper. 

Activity 2 (One 90-minute classes)
· After watching “Shattered Glass” students will write about several issues regarding truth in reporting. What was real and made up.

· Why did Mr. Glass feel he had to fabricate his stories?

· Describe the steps in writing an article. How many times is the average article revised and re-written?

· Describe the little details in the movie. What were similar in the movie and the field trip to your local newspaper.

Identify the roles of each person in the movie and their duties. ie, editor, reporters, publishers, photographer, graphic artist, etc.

List timeline needed to write, edit and produce a newspaper.

· Activity 3  (One 90-minute classes)
· Field trip to local newspaper. Follow a local reporter from beginning to the end of a story, to its printing in the paper. 
Assessment (One 50-minute class)

Students will break into groups and develop a written policy for accuracy and a review procedure to determine how to address any inaccuracy published in the newspaper.  Group secretaries will write their group’s policy on butcher paper and post on the classroom walls.  When all groups have reported, students will find consensus. The final policy on accuracy will be permanently posted in the classroom. Grading will be based on the quality of their statement, their ability to defend it, and their participation in class discussions throughout the unit. 

References 
· Shattered Glass, written and directed by Billy Ray for Lions Gate Film. Rated PG-13.

